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THIELEN, JACOB

Jacob Thielen was born in Rhineland, Alsace-Lorraine, Germany, June
24, 1864, son of Peter and

adeline Thielen.

He received his early

schooling in Germany and. then worked as a farm laborer on his father's
farm.

When Jacob bec ame eighteen years of age he heard tales of Am-

erica. and 1

s~lands

of plenty so he said goodbye to his parents and

left for this proverbial nation of wealth.
with but

~

for work.

fe

He arrived in New York

dollars durin g the spring of 1883, and started looking

Not meeting with any success he hired out to a farmer to

work for one year.

During this year he met Catherine Hick~

Jacob

decided that a married man had a better chance to secure work so he
asked for her hand in marriage.

They were married in the fall of

1883 and the succeeding year Jacob and his bride left for Minnesota
to find a more likely prosperity.
In St. Cloud Jacob secured a position with the Great Northern
Railway Company, which he held fourteen years.

During this period

J acob and Catherine (Hick) Thielen had three children, Elizabeth
(Thielen) Dreher, Hubert Thielen and Madeline Thielen.
In 1889 Catherine (Hick) Thielen died and Jacob

as left with the

three children to care for as well as provide, a livelihood for.
In 1894 Jacob Thielen married Catherine Ottoman, daughter of
and Mrs . John Ottoman.

r.

Having a mother for his children Jacob started

to find better employment, and in 1897 started work at the Sartell
paper mill.

Being a very concientious and hard workman Jacob was

missed by the foreman at the Great Northern shops so six months later
he received a call from the shop foreman stating tha t his wages would
be raised if he came back.

J acob immediately left the paper mill and

went back to the shops where he stayed for twenty-two years.
He says, "As a young man I conceived the idea that this Amerio.a
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was so prosperous, but you have to work for what you get here and
it wasn't always easy to find a job.

The present depression designates

tha.t America isn't always on the downhill pull."
There are si~ grandchildren, Elizabeth (Thielen) Dreher has one,
M. William Dreher.

Hubert Thielen has five, Hope C.; Robert S.; Mar-

garite; Ruth; and William.
Jacob Thielen is living at 612 Fourth Avenue North East, a very
active man for seventy-two years of age.

Interviewed: Jacob Thielen
Date: September 11, 1936
By: Dean Nelson
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Jaoob Thielen and Katherina Hiok
Married at

st.

Qloud September

ao,

1893

By: Rev. B. Richter
Witnesses: Fritz Feldges and Kary Hick

